North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
10th July 2024 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Lisa Edwards, Tim Bennett, John Ellacott and Richard Farrar.  
Also present Cllr Nathan Hull (NYC) and Mike Richards (Clerk) and one resident. 
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman) On behalf of the Parish Council, the Chairman expressed best wishes to Cllr Massey for the return to health of her husband.
Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
 Matters arising from the meetings of 1st May 2024:
 a) Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) Cllr Farrar undertook to reposition the sign to be more 
 effective – the clerk will provide the adjustment tool. Councillors then discussed possible re-
 location of the VAS to either Rigton Hill or Hall Green Lane, although there are potential 
 problems with either location. Cllr Ellacott affirmed that the purpose of the sign was “alerting 
 rather than catching” and suggested that re-location should be delayed until the effect of the 
 repositioning had been assessed. Councillors agreed.
 b) Picket Fence. Now installed on Hall Green Lane (thanks to Cllrs Bennett, Ellacott and 
 Farrar for their efforts!) The possibility of affixing “SLOW” or similar signage was discussed 
 but on balance it was considered that there were too many such signs around the village and 
 any more would have little effect. Additional fences on High Moor Road were also considered 
 but it was agreed to leave until the deplorable road surface had been repaired. 
 Both sets of minutes were then proposed for acceptance by Cllr. Edwards and seconded by 
 Cllr Bennett.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
      2.     Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      3.     Administration
              a) NYC update. Cllr Hull confirmed that the A59 at Kex Gill had now re-opened after several 
              months of road works. There were still concerns that the significant volume of water from the 
              recent adverse weather conditions could cause further land slip and the position was being 
              closely monitored. Councillors then expressed concerns over the number of road accidents 
              at the level crossing junction on the A658 and asked if there was any possibility of further 
              traffic calming measures being implemented eg creation of a 40mph limit before and after the 
              junction. Cllr Hull thought this was unlikely but suggested a possible way forward was to 
              contact the local MP, who may be able to exert some pressure to provide a solution. The 
              clerk will draft a letter for councillors’ consideration.
              b) Village Garden – ownership.
              Cllr Hull explained the process for the appointment of 2 new Trustees and the upgrade from 
              Possessionary Title to Title Absolute (which would provide permanent protection for the 
              Garden against unwanted external involvement) Various forms will need to be signed by all 
              trustees and the process also requires the appointment of a temporary trustee (the Chairman 
              and/or Clerk agreed to be nominated) The Trustees will need to meet formally as part of their 
              management and oversight function, at least once per annum, and the ROSPA safety 
              inspection report must be reviewed at that meeting. Cllr Hull undertook to make all the 
              necessary arrangements with regard to the forms for signing and will inform the individuals 
              concerned of the next steps. The Chairman thanked Cllr Hull for his clear and concise 
              explanation of what is required and agreeing to take the process forward.

 Cllr Hull left the meeting at this point
              b) Sale of Generator. Now in abeyance as Weeton Show organisers have requested its use 
              for the forthcoming event. They would however, not wish to pursue a permanent sale. The 
              Square and Compass, whilst initially interested in a possible purchase, now thought that the 
              output from the generator would not be sufficient for their needs.  Sale via e-Bay would now 
              be considered. 
              c)  1st Aid training. A response from Yorkshire Ambulance Service is awaited.
      4.     Finance. 
               Approval of expenditure.

	M Richards May Sal + tax refund
				£429.02

	M Richards June Salary

				£223.03


	HMRC - PAYE

				£131.34

	K Hopkins - website
				£14.40

	Bank charges May-June
				£13.75

	Clear - insurance
				£387.76

	S Bush – grass cutting
				£225.22

	M Hopkins – trustee photos
				£12.99


	M Richards - print cartridges

				£66.98


	Almond Gdn Serv – May-July
				£658.50


	Business Stream - water
			£16.30

	R Chambers - audit
			£50.00


	Gala float
				£750.00


					£2,912.31


	
	
	
	
	

	Councillors approved the above 12 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets. Cllr Ellacott asked if the £750 Gala Float is netted off the gala receipts and the clerk confirmed that the net receipts for the event included the netting off of the float. The Chairman recorded thanks to the Square and Compass for hosting the whole event due to the inclement weather, holding the price of drinks at the normal discounted amounts of the event. She then stated that she had retained £175 from the receipts as a “float” for the tombola (which had not been held) but was to be run later in the year in conjunction with a Square and Compass event. She also confirmed that the stock of plastic glasses purchased had not been used and would be stored for future use.
 
	
	
	
	


 5.   Planning
 Applications
            a)  ZC24/02026/FUL - Erection of a single storey rear extension and 2 storey side extension, 
            small front porch and canopy area. Creation of driveway to front of property. 6, The Crescent, 
            North Rigton.
            Councillors discussed and could find no reason to object but the Chairman will speak with the 
            applicant to confirm more details, but the initial assessment was to submit a NO 
            OBJECTIONS response.
            b) ZC24/01987/SCREEN PROPOSAL: Request for a screening opinion in relation to proposed 
            development of solar farm (approximately 18.8MWac), battery energy storage system (10MW) 
            and associated infrastructure including: Power Conversion Systems (PCS) and transformers; 
            switching station; meteorological station; internal access tracks; security measures and other 
            ancillary infrastructure; and landscaping and biodiversity enhancement measures: Land At 
            Juniper Farm, North of Main Street and East of Woodgate Lane, Weeton. 
            Councillors had mixed views on this application with doubts over the negative visual impact 
            being countered by the “Green” benefits of renewable energy production. Cllr Edwards 
            commented that she would ask her husband, who has expertise in this area, for his 
            observations. She would then circulate the information to councillors for a final response 
            decision to be made. The clerk suggested that an “OBJECT” response should be the default 
            response unless the above circulated observations were significantly to the contrary. 
            Councillors agreed.
            NB
            Subsequent to the meeting, Cllr Edwards husband’s circulated views raised some issues that 
            councillors would have needed to consider further but, a summary of Weeton Parish Council’s 
            assessment, just published on social media, clarifies the purpose of the application. This 
            application is to gather views on the need or otherwise for an Environmental Impact 
            Assessment (EIA) and is not a full application for the development of a solar farm. Given this 
            update, all councillors confirmed that the Parish Council’s response would now be to 
            SUPPORT the application (even though previously expressed doubts on the scheme as a 
            whole still stand)
            Decisions and Enforcement 
            c) ZC24/01129/FUL - Barn for Agricultural Use - Land Comprising Field At 428221 449573 
            Beestons Lane.


WITHDRAWN 
            d) ZC24/00643/FUL - Proposed Garage Block, Enlarged Domestic Gardens and alterations to 
            an existing access track. Bracken Farm, Brackenthwaite Lane.







GRANTED
            e) ZC24/00787/DVCON - Application for variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning 
            permission ZC23/03093/FUL - Addition of stone around the existing shed structure, alterations 
            to approved window and door openings, Installation of PV panels to roof. Crimple Lodge
            Farm, Brackenthwaite Lane.
GRANTED
            f) ZC24/00802/FUL - single storey rear extension to create a shower room. Cedar House, 
            Crag Lane.


GRANTED
            Councillors noted the above and had no comments.
            g) NRPC Planning Policy.  Given the NYC “Call for Sites” notification, Councillors discussed 
            whether there was a need to update the current Planning Policy (which had been in place 
            since May 2015) Various aspects of the Policy were discussed but, given the change of 
            Government, and the indications of a likely shift in national planning policies, it was decided to 
            await developments before considering any changes.
      6.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
             a) Maintenance of roadside hedges. An insert will be made to the Village News, reminding 
             property owners that it is their responsibility to maintain hedges to allow unhindered passage 
             for pedestrians and traffic, where appropriate.
             b) Potholes. The clerk has again reported the deplorable condition of the road surfaces on 
             High Moor Road. He will contact NYC Highways again to stress the need for urgent action. It 
             was also noticed that the white outlines for planned pothole repairs on Dunkeswick Lane had 
             faded. This will also be reported.
             c) The Chairman reported that she had received complaints over the unsatisfactory condition 
             of the footpath at the back of Brackenwell Lane. She had responded that this was not an 
             issue for the Parish Council but is the responsibility of respective landowners.
             d) Pavement outside Barn Elm House. NYC had undertaken to write to the property owner, 
             requiring repairs to be made. It is unclear whether this action has been taken and the clerk 
             will raise again with Highways.
             e) Church Hill flooding. The responsible landowner has taken action to repair/clear the 
             obstructed pipe and this has partially resolved the problem with regard to flooded gardens in 
             the properties below Brackenwell Lane. However, water still bubbling up from the road, lower 
             down Church Hill. NYC has undertaken to investigate, jetting the gullies and carrying out a 
             camera survey. Position to be monitored.
       7.   Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
              a) Village Gala. As noted at item 4 above, the Gala had been completely “rained off” and the 
              Parish Council is very grateful to the Square and Compass for hosting the event and 
              particularly for charging bar prices at the discounted level as per the normal arrangement. It 
              was not possible to hold the Tombola and this has been deferred to a date in September and 
              will be held in conjunction with a Square and Compass function.
              b) Sound system. The Parish Council purchased a sound system which has been 
              permanently loaned to the School. AVCA has now purchased its own system which is more 
              readily portable, so it was resolved to pass on ownership of the sound system to the School.
              c) A traffic camera had been installed at the Hall Green Lane mini roundabout. The Chairman 
              had spoken with the Engineer who was actually removing the camera and asked its purpose. 
              Apparently, it is a Department of Transport initiative to record the volume and speed of traffic 
              on Rigton Hill. It is an annual feature but when the Charman asked for access to the 
              captured data, the Engineer thought this was unlikely. Further enquiry of NYC Highways 
              proved this to be the case. As this data could prove useful in the future, it was agreed to 
              submit a FOI request and also contact the newly elected MP, asking for assistance. 
       8.   Other items
              Cllrs Edwards and Farrar indicated their non-availability for the September meeting.

         
       9.
 Dates of next meeting:
                      
                      4 September at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)



 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 8.40
Signed







Chairman

